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ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 
{ Concluded } 


Univerfal poverty and defpair feemed to pervade the land; all 
ranks and orders of men begun to fhare in the general diftrefs ; 
the poor, the rich, the obfcure, the great, the idle, the induf- 
trious, were all alike included in the unequalled miferies which 
had invaded the land, excepting the few who received the fpoils 
of their finking country, infected with its curfes, and polluted 
with its bleod. ‘They now begun to perceive, with an anguifh 
which it is difficult to exprefs, that they had been deluded by 
the groffett artifices, to throw away the nobleft prize that was 
ever pofleffed by mortals:—America was irreparably loft; yet 
was there no term propofed to their diftreffes, no hope of peace, 
no attention to fpare the laft refources of an exhaufted ntkion. 

. In this extremity of public and private diftrefs fome remains 
of the ancient Englith fpirit feemed to burft forth from the em- 
bers under which it had fo long been concealed. All the real and 
definterefted friends of public freedom, all who had viewed with 
filent forrow and indignation the progrefs of venality and the 
diminution’ of the people’s influence, thought it neceffary to 
unite in one laft effort ; and to prevent, if poffible, their coun- 

‘try’s ruin, which feemed the inevitable confequence of fuch 
meafures as were then purfued—Roufed from a lethargy of fo 
long and fo fatal a duration, they viewed with aftonifhment and | 
horror the complicated calamities which furrounded them, and 
rightly deemed, that all was loft, unlefs fome check could be 
interpofed to the prevailing corruptions of their government, 
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and the people reflored to their fundamental rights.’ The 
fplendour of their meridian glory was indeed paft, the dream of 
greatenefs diffipated, and the pageantry of empire loft; but 
peace, fecurity, and freedom were yet attainable bleffings, de- 
nicd to violence and ambition, beftowed but on virtue. - 

Such may perhaps be the account hereafter given of the pe- 
titions lately offered by the Englith people: may it be added, tha, 
they were attended with the ampleft fuccefs, and diffufed re- 
turning vigour through every part of the conftitution! That 
private intereft and ambition, which had fo long been fuffered to 
triumph amidft their country’s ruin, were thenceforth reftrain- 
ed within their proper and falutary’bounds: that the enormous 
burthens under which the nation had fo long groaned ; which 
had been accumulated under fuch a variety of pretexts; which. 
had equally. ferved to impoverifh the people and corrupt their 
reprefentatives, were at length fubmitted to the-wholefome re- 
gulations of a new tribunal, fuperior to every impreffion of fear 
and intereft, and folely intent upon the great and neceffary object 
cf public ceconomy! Above all, may it be faid, that this grea¢ 
and conftitutional refurmation, by reftoring the Englifh people 
to all their rights, reftored them to all their virtues! That 
waking from their diigraceful lethargy, they viewed the car- 
nage and deflation which had been perpetrated in their name 
with horror and remorfe ; and that with the ancient hereditary 
generofity of ‘their charaéter, they begun to admire the very | 
virtues they had fo lately perfecuted, and inftead of invading 
the rights.of others, turned their whole attention to the mainte- 
nance of their own! 

Animated with thefe confiderations, this Society; which feels 
for their country’s wrongs with all the fenfibility which becomes 
the name ot Englifhmen, have undertaken the tafk of roufing 
their countrymen to the defence of their hereditary rights. Con- 
vinced that ail remaining hopes of fafety are centred in the great 
hody of the people, which, though fumetimes deceived concern- 
ing the means, can voluntarily purfue no other end than the ge- 
neral happinefs. “Vhey with to awaken them from their le- 
thargy—they wif to. awaken them while the means of fafety 
are 
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are yet left, before the Englith conftitution fhall have become a 
name which it is dangerous to pronounce, a fhade which itis fatal 
torevoke. While itis yet permitted to appeal tothe feclings and 
underftanding of the nation, while there are nolaws which fetter 
the activity of the mind, while neither perpetual imprifonment, 
nor death, nor torments, are denounced againft the hardy citizen 
that fhall remind his countrymen of their expiring privileges, 
they dare to perform that mournful but neceffary duty, They 
therefore fet before them their undoubted rights, fo often vindi- 
cated, fo.often confirmed; rights eftablifhed by immemorial 
ufage, confirmed by the pureft decifions of their legiflators, and 
illuftrated by the labours of men, whofe underftandings have 
been, the ornament of humanity, as much as their private virtues 
were, the honcr of their country. Conyinced, that thofe who 
with to enflave mankind will always attempt to diver? their at- 
tention from the danger which threatens their liberty, till the 
mortal wound has been received, they prefent an antidote tothe 
poifons which have been fo induftroufly diffufed. They believe, 
that whatever difputes may happen concerning the origin of go- 
vernment, therc can be none concerning its end and object. 
They are neither awed by the clouds of my{terious darknels which 
time has thrown around the bafis of human eftablifhments, nor 
by the fictitious rays with which fuperttition encircles particulay 
brows: and they acknowledge no divinity in any form of go- 
vernment, farther than as it is a method of producing the com- 
mon good, fanétified by the confent, and founded upon the ne- 
ceffities of the people. He-that can believe otherwife, and 
while he admits that the Deity has given equal powers to all 
the fpecies, paffions to ftimulate them to the purfuit of good, 
and reafon to dire&t their choice, afferts that they are fubjected, 
without refource, to the caprice of a few mortals, weak, con- 
temptible, and bounded as themfelves, may be called the 
friend of fovereigns, but muft be reputed the enemy of human 
kind: he may as well imagine, that the lion is not to be re- 
fifted becaufe he has fangs to tear; or the ferpent, becaufe he 
has poifon to infec ; but he will not perfuade the African, that 
the arrow with which he pierces the monfter’s breaft, or the 
; javelin 
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javelin with which he nails the bloated reptile to the ground, 
does not equally enter into the defign of Providence :—nor are 
fuch principles lefs dangerous to the fafety of the ruler, than 
fatal to the rights of his fubjeéts ; for while they eftablith the 
throne of defpotifm upon the necks of half the fpecies, they are 
equally favourable to the firft ufurper that can vault into the 
feat, and lath the affrighted {teeds over the body of their for- 
mer matter. 

Wf we mention thefe great principles of all human fociety, it 
is not becaufe we appeal to them againft the conftitution of our 


country, but becaufe this conftitution is more immediately de- - 


rived from them than is generally known, Amongft the many 


falfe and injurous calumnies which have been thrown upon | 


thofe who diftinguith between the intereft of their country and 
that of an iniquitous faction, none is more common nor mor 
unjuft, than that of their attempting innovation. - We cannot, 
therefore, better conclude our addrefs upon this important fub+ 
jet, than by declaring, in the moft explicit manner, that no: 
thing is more foreign to the opinions and defigns of the Society. 
But we have the lefs reafon to be furprized at imputations like 
thefe, becaufe they have always been the weapons made ufe of 


by the abettors of falfhood againft the friends of truth. With — 


them it has always been the moft unpardonable fedition to quef- 

tion the omnipotence of the prevailing power ; and while the 
oppreffors af mankind are allowed to avail themfelves of every 
engine to overthrow the eftablithed privileges of their countty,~ 
it is rebe}ljon in the people to vindicate their invaded rights, or 

even to myrmur at the encroachment. But it is not to fuch 

men that we appeal. . . 

‘ Let the ingenuous and uncorrupted part of our countrymen 
decide which are the real friends of the conttitution, and which 

the introducers of innovatior ; thofe who would preferve 

it in its original vigour, or thofe who, with a feeming re- 

verence for the forms, would annihilate the fpirit ; thofe who 
with to free it from the dirt and filth which impede its tnotion, 

or thofe who would deftroy the machine itfelf, rather than 

reftore it to'its former purity ; thofe who contend for the cleareft 

rights 
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rights eftablithed in the moft folemn manner, or thofe who, after 
having bafely and furreptitioufly invaded them, appeal to their 
own perfidy as a precedent. Left ~what we have already faid 
fhould not be fufficiently clear, we think it neceflary to add, that 
we confider an hereditary fovereignty_and nobility as effential 
parts of the conftitution which we claim, and admirably adapted 
to the genius of the Englith nation. But at the fame time that we 
declare our approbation of a limited prerogative and a privileged 
nobility, we would hope that there is no Englifhman that is not 
falfe to the name, and a traitor to his country, that would with 
to increafe either of thefe powers at the expence of the third 
and moft effential, the Commonalty @f England. By what 
means the people have been deprived of their effential rights, 
by what imperceptible degrees the reprefentatives of a whole 
nation have been changed into the deputies of a few paltry and 
venal boroughs; by what unconftitutional innovations thefe 
pretended reprefentatives have aflumed a power of extending 
their own éxiftence, though it may be doubted, whether the 
ats they paffed for that purpofé are more valid than thofe of 
the Long Parliament after the abolition of the king and lords, 
we have fufficiently explained in the tracts we have already 











_ printed and difperfed. By what fteps the immediate creatures 


of the people, invefted with delegated powers to exprefs the fenfe 
and protect the rights of their conftituents, have been gradually 
converted into the inveterate enemies and deftoyers of every 
thing they were chofen to defend, will be fufficiently evident 
to all who have remarked the proceedings of our late parlia- 
ments. This on!y will we obferve, that corruption has now 
fo far exceeded its former-limits, fuch widely-diffufed calftmi_ 
ties have been occafioned in its courfe, and fuch an open con- 
tempt has been expreffed for the interefts and approbation of 
the people, that the meafure of our wrongs is full. As we 
can have no remaining hopes of redrefs from any thing but our 
own exertion, we folemnly invite the free and uncorrupted part 
of the nation to unite for the affertion of their long-neglected 
rights, in the moft dangerous crifis that ever threatened their 
deftruction. And, as nothing feems better calculated to keep 
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. alive the faered fire ef public freedom, than to diffu‘e politica; 


and conftitutional knowledge through the great body of the 
people, as nothing can more forcibly impel a community to 
ftruggle for its rights, than to give it jut notions: of their. im. 
portance, and of the inevitable evils which mutt-attend, their 
lofs, we prefume to folicit the approbation, and cangarrence of 
all our generous countrymen to the defign in which we are en- 
gaged. Let them refleét, that the battle is’ loft.while every 
individual confults his private eafe and fafety, and, that(thofe 
are feparately trampled upon, who .collectively would, be felt 
in the balance, and incline the feale. If there is.yet room for 
additional evils, or new difgraces, ifa people can fubmit to more 
degrading infults than have been already heaped upon our 
heads, it may be the part of prudence to wait the event, or 
embrace a mean and precarious neutrality ; but if »we shave al- 
ready reached the utmoft verge of freedom and of honor, 'if.the 
leaft adyance is flavery and perdition, it becomesvus here to 
make a {tand with the determined obftinacy of men, who know 
they have neither retreat nor hope beyond the {pot which siaed 
now occupy and defend. 








ON THE DURATION OF PARLIAMENTS, 
FROM THE SECOND EDITION 


OF STUART’s PEACE AND REFORM AGAINST WAR 
AND CORRUPTION. “ef 


How far it is Conftitutional to fhorten the duration of Par- 
liaments, does not require much inveftigation, becaufe the faéts 
relating to the queftion are of recent date, and clearly under- 
ftood. Originally, Parliaments were only called for a par- 
ticular purpofe, and often fat only a few days: Sometimes 
there were two, but generally one new Parliament, in a year. 
Tn the feventeenth century the ufage varied, and was moft 
grofsly abufed by the long Parliament, at laft diffolved by 
Cromwel!. Yet, the vile precedent was approved, and imitat- 
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. ed by the Kings who followed, and William the IIId. made 
it a great favour to agree to the Triennial Bill. “The Septen- 
nial Bill is juftified by Mr. Young, who fays, “« the members of 
the Houfe of Commons, when ele¢ted, and in combination with 
the other branches of the Legiflature, aflume and poffefs, and 
give themfelves fuch powers and privileges, as rendered the fep- 
tennial aét juft as conftitutional as the biennial.” ‘That aét, 
however, was by thofe who made it, juftified only upon the 
exigency of the times, and ougi.t to have been repealed when that 
exigency was paft; but, without confidering its legality, I fhall 
remark, that if Mr. Young’s pernicious doétrine were true, 
there would not be the leaft fecurity for the Liberties of the 
Nation ; the three branches of the Legiflature, in combination, 
might affume a power to repeal the Habeas Corpus Aét, abo- 
lith the Trial by Jury, and the Liberty of the Prefs; give 
to the King’s Proclamations the force of law, as was done 
in the reign of Henry the VIIIth, and vefting the whole exe- 
cutive and legiflative authority in the Crown, diffolve them- 
felves for ever, and annihilate at once the Conftitution and 
Freedom of. Britain: This, according to Mr. Young, they 
might con/ffitutionally do, by uffuming powers and privileges ; 
and indeed, he feems defirous that they fhould do it, when he 
fets up as precedent, the example of Richard the IId. who 
diated to the fheriffs the names of thofe perfons whom they 
fhould return to Parliament, and levied money without the 
confent of Parliament. 

On the fubject of the Time for making a Reform, I can fay 
nothing new. “ To minds unwilling to do right, all times are 
equally inconvenient and improper. ‘To him who diflikes the 
voyage, all the winds of Heaven are unpropitious: he Jooks for 
nothing but pretences to avoid it.*.” 

This, indeed, is a never-failing argument, equally in times 
of profperity and adverfity ; in times of War and peace. ~ If 
our fituation happens to be profperous, it is then afked, whether 
we can be more than happy or more than free? In the feafon 
of adverfity, on the other hand, all Reform or Innovation is 


* Vide Mr. Francis’s fpeech, May 7th. 
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deprecated, from the pretended rifk of increafing the evil and 
preflure of our fituation. From all this, it would appear, that 
the time for Reform never yet has come, and never can 
come*.” 

“When, indeed, the arbitrary monarchy of France was 
battering down by the exertions of a great people, and nothing 
was {een but virtuous exertion and exultation, it might be ad- 
mitted, that in fuch a eonjun@ture, men might run before the 
mark, and confound principles together, which had no con- 
neétion. Such was the alledged, but not proved ftate of En- 
gland, when Mr. Grey gave notice laft year of his motion. 
The objection had then, therefore, atleaft, a plaufible, though 
not a juft foundation. But, good God! how different, on the 
admiffion of the objeétors to the times, was the prefent mo- 
ment?” the Englith  ftarting back with horror at the crimes 
and calamities of France, and feemingly forgetting all dif- 
trefles in an enthufiafm for their own Government! Surely 
common fenfe pronounced that to be the hour for reformation, 
more efpecially when it was left to themfelves, (the Houfe of 
Commons) to originate and to fafhion it. So far from being 
urged on by the people to go too far, they trod like men that 
feared the ground would break under them, and could hardly 
be brought up to the point which their underftandings dictated. 
Let them {eizc, therefore, this happy and providential crifis, 
to do with popularity and fafety, what to fave their country 
mutt be done at laft.” But, inftead of embracing this favour- 
able opportunity, every means is employed by Government to 
defeat the caufe of Reform, and calumniate its.advocates. 


+ Vide Mr. Grey's fpeech, May 6th. 


§ Thofe who wifh to promote the PHILANTHROPIST, by their 


affifiance, will pleafe to addrefs their favours (poft-paid), te 
the Fditor, at Citizen EATON’ sy gio Newgate-ftreet. 
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